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GO BIG, GO BOLD, GO FAST: “NOT THROWING AWAY HIS SHOT”

Biden Aspires to Presidential Greatness, Not Moderation

Select Stimulus Bills, US History 2020 Dollars % US GDP

American Families Plan (2021)* $1.800T 8.1%
American Jobs Plan (2021)* $2.300T 10.3%

American Rescue Plan (2021) $1.900T 9.1%
Phase 4 Covid Relief (2020) $900B 4.3%

CARES Act (2020) $2.020T 10.2%
ARRA (2009) $1.030T 5.8%

Marshall Plan (1948) $154B 5.2%
New Deal (1933) $835B 12.6%
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* As proposed

Sources: Axios, Cowen & Co, WaPo
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Presidential Party Performance in 1st Midterm, by POTUS
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U.S. HOUSE
(5 seats to flip to GOP in 2022)

Sources: Wikipedia
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THE “SHOT CLOCK”: 714 DAYS TO ACCOMPLISH LEGISLATIVE GOALS
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U.S. SENATE
(1 seat to flip to GOP in 2022)
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THE “ESG” PRESIDENT

SOCIAL 

 Historic leadership diversity 

(Cabinet “looks like America”)

 Massive safety-net expansion

 $4T new taxes on top 1% / biz 

(to address inequality)

 Prioritizing racial equity in jobs, 

health, education & housing

 Immigration reform

ENVIRONMENTAL

 Deepest bench 

 Global initiatives

 Infrastructure investments

 Regulatory agenda

 Whole of government approach

GOVERNANCE

 Big Government is Back

 More enforcement, oversight & 

disclosure (IRS, SEC, EPA, antitrust)

 Return to “normal” style (less 

media, fewer Tweets, nods to 

bipartisanship & multilateralism) 

 Operational reforms (policing; 

voting; Senate?; SCOTUS?)
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WINNING THE COVID WAR, LOSING THE BORDER BATTLE
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Source: Quinnipiac, Apr. 8-12, 2021

Approval for Biden Administration Leadership on…
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https://poll.qu.edu/national/release-detail?ReleaseID=3695


DEMOCRATS REALLY APPROVE
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THE GOP: A HOUSE DIVIDED

TRADITIONAL CONSERVATIVES

Business Is Good

Pro-Trade

The World’s Cop

“Give me your huddled masses”

“Principled Compromise”

Trump is the Problem

Strength: Community & Business 
leaders

Weakness: Establishment is tiring 
of the fight; No leader or battle plan

POPULIST NATIONALISTS

Small Business Is Good

America First

Bring Troops Home

“Build that wall”

Partisan Purity / “Own the Libs”

Trump is the Answer

Strength: Grassroots armies 
(enraged & engaged)

Weakness: Few viable paths to 
>50% of voters

Nasty Civil War for the Future of the Party & 2024
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Economic Issues

THE ISSUES GOP LEADERS HOPE TO LEVERAGE IN 2022

Cultural Issues

Source: Button 9

https://www.amazon.com/NOVEMBER-Republican-6-Button-Commemorative-Conservative/dp/B07CL72TK9


INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORT AT BIDEN’S BACK TO START 2021
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BUSINESS COMMUNITY

 Always supports new 
Presidents (e.g. Trump tax, 

Obama ARRA)

 Agenda alignment (climate, 
infrastructure, global allies, 

masking & vaccines)

 Culture alignment (LGBTQ, 
DACA, voting rights)

THE FED

 Full-employment 
mandate & low inflation 
fears

 Ultra-low interest rates 
& ~$120B/month QE 
powering stock markets

 Researching impacts of 
racism & climate 
change

MAINSTREAM MEDIA

 Media’s anti-Trump 
“antibodies” extending 
Biden honeymoon 

 Biden’s savvy media-
light schedule 
minimizes gaffe risks
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PANDEMIC OPTIMISM FUELING MARKETS & MINDSETS#8

“It’s Morning in 
America”
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PANDEMIC CHALLENGE: HOW TO DE-POLITICIZE VACCINATIONS?
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States Ranked by % at Least 1 Dose of Vaccine (CDC Apr. 14)

Rank MOST VACCINATED 15 STATES
1 New Hampshire (65.9%)

2 New Mexico (58.1%)

3 Connecticut (56.9%)

4 Maine (56.1%)

5 Massachusetts (55.9%)

6 New Jersey (55.2%)

7 South Dakota (54.6%)

8 Vermont (53.5%)

9 Rhode Island (52.0%)

10 Minnesota (51.6%)

11 Nebraska (51.2%)

12 California (51.1%)

13 Maryland (51.1%)

14 Pennsylvania (50.9%)

15 Wisconsin (50.9%)

Rank LEAST VACCINATED 15 STATES
37 Texas (44.4%)

38 Nevada (44.1%)

39 Florida (44.0%)

40 West Virginia (41.9%)

41 South Carolina (41.8%)

42 Arkansas (41.8%)

43 Idaho (41.3%)

44 Missouri (41.2%)

45 Wyoming (41.0%)

46 Indiana (40.6%)

47 Georgia (40.1%)

48 Louisiana (39.0%)

49 Tennessee (39.0%)

50 Alabama (37.2%)

51 Mississippi (36.9%)

Source: CDC data as of Apr. 14 per AP

Biden

Trump

2020 Winner

https://apnews.com/article/joe-biden-donald-trump-alabama-georgia-savannah-941ef2bf9b60ee39d6b9fd5e2ce861f7?mkt_tok=ODUwLVRBQS01MTEAAAF8dG4DPKUfhS-5wj5cdYSQxWJO7XqEMMg_7Jldpuz63yebBFh6GcN8Xb0N_EQKIpVnlbOjzQxU6YVM0i-bw7yoVgfMuqpnxhAj7jirS9n_gsU0


CONGRESS AHEAD: ONE PART COOPERATION, TWO PARTS COMBAT

Bipartisan Potentially Bipartisan

INFRASTRUCTURE

Partisan

SUPPLY 
CHAIN

POLICE 
REFORM
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REFORM ERA ACCELERATING: NEW PRIORITIES

Expanding the Winner’s Circle

Modernizing the Safety Net Reimagining Regulation

Coping with Change

Creation  Redistribution

Growth  Sustainability

Disruption  Protection
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is one of the nation’s most innovative government 
relations firms, offering strategic solutions to 

companies, trade associations, non-profits, and 
entrepreneurs that help them succeed in 

Washington.

For future slides: bruce@mc-dc.com  

RECENT ANALYSES: 
https://bit.ly/Mehlman-Infographics

https://bit.ly/Mehlman-Infographics
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